
Environmental Advice for Sustainable Farming
Serving farmers in Derbyshire, Leicestershire & Rutland, Lincolnshire, 

Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire

Members’ News
Welcome to your summer newsletter. We are delighted to be celebrating our 
fi rst year as East Midlands FWAG. It has been a pleasure to welcome so many 
of you back from across the East Midlands region to join up with our existing 
Nottinghamshire FWAG members.

Conservation Tip: Pre-harvest Cutting

One Good Tern!

East Midlands FWAG
07713 333192  •  eastmidlandsfwag.co.uk  •  info@eastmidlandsfwag.co.uk

Nobody wants to park their 
combine in a ditch, but please 
spare a thought for plant and insect 
life when undertaking pre-harvest 
cutting of ditches and margins this 
summer. These last vestiges for wild 
fl owers in our arable landscape are 
often cut back unnecessarily harshly 
during the peak fl owering period. 

If you have to cut, do it in April or 
September if possible and try to 
leave a variety of sward heights to 
allow a proportion of plants to go 
on providing pollen and nectar and 
dropping seed into late summer. 

There is often a gulf between the 
conservationist and landowner 
when contentious practices such as 
predator control are discussed, but 
as with most issues things are never 
quite black and white. One of our 
rarest seabirds, the Roseate Tern, 

has with the diligent work of the 
RSPB been encouraged to breed 
in increasing numbers on Coquet 
Island, a small site owned by the 
Duke of Northumberland. Puffi ns 
also nest here in good numbers. 

There was understandable 
consternation back in January 
when, for the fi rst time, a rat was 
seen on the island. There is a history 
of rats completely destroying 
colonies of ground-nesting birds 
on other islands. For several weeks 
the wardens tried to trap this 
exceptionally large rodent using 
every type of bait from pork pies to 
milk chocolate, but all to no avail. 
By late March time was running out 

as the terns were due back shortly 
and their ground nests would be 
easy prey. 

The Duke of Northumberland 
heard of this problem and offered 
the assistance of his gamekeepers 
who are usually busy on his grouse 
moors. They arrived on the island 
with their two dogs, and within a 
matter of hours they had fl ushed 
out the rat which was despatched 
with one bite from Ben, a Patterdale 
terrier. While this act will not 
reconcile conservationists and the 
shooting lobby, it does show that, 
as in so many other walks of life, 
there is often more that binds us 
than we realise or care to admit.

Nettle leaved bellfl ower

Summer 2017
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Dairying in the Swiss Alps

Nestled into the mountainside 
above the small village of Grüsch 
are a cluster of picture postcard 
farmhouses surrounded by steeply 
sloping fi elds and woodland. One 
is home to Thomas Roffl er and 
his family and a herd of the most 
sought after pedigree Brown Swiss 
cows in the Canton (region) of 
Grisons. 

Farming just 35 hectares (86 acres) 
with a herd of twenty pedigree 
Swiss Brown cows plus followers, 
it is a dairy farm of above average 
size for the Canton. 

The farming methods in this 
mountain region appear very 
labour intensive and traditional 
compared to those employed in 
the UK but Thomas refl ects on the 
rapid advancement in technologies 
in his part of Switzerland over the 
last three decades: 

“The technology we can use here 
is limited by the topography and 
the small, undulating fi elds but 
Swiss farmers have invested large 
amounts of capital in tractors and 
specialist equipment to allow us to 
make quality forage on our steep 
slopes.” 

Thirty years ago, the hay on steep 
slopes was mainly made by hand 

using rakes and forks, he says. The 
burning question is always how 
a farming family can survive on 
these mountain farms with such 
a small acreage and inevitably 
high costs. Thomas acknowledges 
direct payments from the Swiss 
Government and Swiss Parliament 
are crucial for the majority of 
farms in his Canton and across the 
country: 

“Our direct payments system 
provides the means to compensate 
farmers for income which they 
cannot secure solely from the 

market. It pays for the public 
services agriculture provides, such 
as the biodiversity provided by our 
ecological farming system. 

“The voting public in Switzerland 
say they want to preserve the alpine 
meadows and the landscape and 
to prevent soil erosion. We receive 
feedback from the Swiss people 
saying they are willing to pay 
the 2.9 billion Swiss francs (CHF) 
(£2.4bn) for these benefi ts which 
they value.” 

Maintaining the landscape so 
cherished by the nation means the 
Alpine tradition of ‘transhumance’ 
has endured. This is where cattle 
are moved up to the ‘summering 

pastures’ high on the Alps each 
spring and in some areas is marked 
by a festival. 

Thomas’ cows are milked in 
separate stalls by local herdsmen 
using mobile milking equipment 
and this alpine milk is processed for 
on-site cheese making. 

“In the summer, the milk from our 
cows is made into a special Swiss 
cheese called ‘Alpine Cheese from 
Grüscherälpli’. Local products such 
as these attract a higher price 
because they are unique to this 
area and they are made only from 
Alpine milk.”

Thomas explains. “My farm is 
situated on good ground and so 
we can make suffi cient quantities 
of high quality silage. I supplement 
this forage ration with some maize 
which I grow in the valley, near the 
village of Grüsch.” 

The fl at land in the valley bottom is 
very sought after by farmers in the 
Alpine regions because it is in such 
short supply and it is the only land 
which will grow maize and cereals. 

The cows are tethered when housed 
over winter and milk is taken down 
to a collecting point in Grüsch every 
other day. Milk from fi ve farms is 
delivered there and then collected 
by a local processor called ‘mooh’.

Hay making in the alps.

Swiss Brown Cow

Direct payments from 
the Swiss Government 

and Swiss Parliament are 
crucial for the majority of 
farms in his Canton and 

across the country.
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Hedgehogs: A Species in Trouble

Once one of our most commonly 
seen species, a glimpse of the 
hedgehog is now a rare sight. 
Chloe Palmer reviews the literature 
to offer a snapshot of the current 
fate of this much-loved animal. 

The news is dominated by dramatic 
headlines about our treasured 
wildlife species in decline. But the 
story of the hedgehog really is a 
calamitous one, and this species, 
truly a national treasure, could all 
but disappear from our farms and 
gardens in the not too distant 
future. 

Since the turn of the twenty-fi rst 
century, the population of this 
mammal has declined by up to a 
third in urban areas and by up to 
50 percent in rural areas. Estimating 
the size of the UK population of 
hedgehogs is no easy task as they 
are not easy animals to observe. 
Much of the population data is 
extrapolated based on small samples 
but the general consensus is that 
Britain’s hedgehog population now 
stands at less than a million.

Threats
Researchers such as Hugh Warwick 
refer to the ‘industrialisation of 
agriculture’ as one of the key causes 
of hedgehog decline. He points to a 
‘reduced macroinvertebrate fauna’ 
in fi eld margins and the removal of 
hedges. 

The reduction in both the length 
of hedge and the condition of 
remaining hedges has inevitably 
had an impact on a species which 
is known to spend 55 percent of its 
time within hedges or using a fi ve 
metre border either side of it. 

There is also the politically sensitive 
issue of badgers. Mr Warwick 
says there is ‘clear evidence that 

where there is an increased badger 
population, there is a decreased 
hedgehog population’. He describes 
badgers as both a competitor and a 
predator to the hedgehog. 

‘Research has demonstrated that 
badgers create a ‘landscape of 
fear’, forcing hedgehogs to spend 
disproportionately more time either 
very close to hedges or within 
villages. Data from the recent 
badger cull trial in the South West 
showed a doubling of hedgehog 
abundance in amenity grassland 
from 0.9 hedgehogs per hectare 
to 2.4/ha over the fi ve years since 
the start of the cull (Trewby et al, 
2014). 

Meanwhile, in urban environments, 
hedgehogs face a very different set 
of threats, although it is believed 
badgers may still play a part in 
reduced populations of hedgehogs 
there. 

Roads are a signifi cant barrier, 
leading to a large number of deaths 
as hedgehogs try to move around. 
Humans have also further added to 
the problems facing hedgehogs by 
inadvertently creating barriers to 
their movement by erecting fences 
around gardens. 

Poisoning has been cited as a 
possible cause of some deaths, 
especially the ingestion of slug 
pellets, but there is little direct 
evidence of this. 

Action
The Hedgehog Street campaign 
was launched in 2011 to raise 

awareness of the plight of the 
hedgehog and to persuade people 
living in urban areas to make holes 
in walls and fences between their 
gardens. 

Increasing the protection afforded 
to the hedgehog has been called 
for, arguing it should become 
a Schedule 5 species under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 
(1981). As a Schedule 5 species, 
the legislation would place more 
demands on housebuilders and 
other developers to ensure their 
activities are not having a negative 
impact on hedgehogs. So far 
this campaign to ‘upgrade’ the 
conservation status of the hedgehog 
has not been successful. 

Infl uencing developers to ensure 
new houses and gardens are built 
so they are ‘hedgehog friendly’ is a 
key objective.

What next for the 
hedgehog? 
There is no threat of imminent 
extinction for the hedgehog in 
Britain, but there is a real risk it 
will become far less common. 
This will inevitably have its own 
ecological consequences, but it 
also will remove one of the most 
accessible and iconic species from 
regular contact with people. In 
turn, this will mean less of our 
younger generation enjoying the 
wonderful experience of a face to 
face encounter with this delightful 
creature.

Mr Warwick says there is 
‘clear evidence that where 

there is an increased 
badger population, there 
is a decreased hedgehog 

population’.
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Countryside Stewardship Mid Tier: Don’t Miss Out, Take a Look

Farmer Member Plus

If your ELS of HLS agreement 
has expired or is about to, it is 
well worth taking a look at the 
Countryside Stewardship Mid Tier 
scheme. Here we hope to dispel 
some of the negativity that has 
gathered around the scheme.

The Countryside Stewardship (CS) 
application window has opened for 
the third year and the Government 
has confi rmed that it will guarantee 
funding for CS grants if they are 
signed before the UK leaves the 
EU, even if the grant agreements 
continue after we have left. The 
new schemes have an annual 
start date and the next one will be 
January 2018.

Yes, Mid Tier is designed to be a 
competitive scheme - unlike ELS 
which provided a £30 per ha if the 
points threshold was met. However, 
to date the uptake has been so low 
that the competitive element hasn’t 
yet been used.

Yes, the application process does 
require more evidence keeping, 

however this has been reduced since 
the scheme’s inception down to only 
5% being asked for photographs 
during their agreement. 

Yes, it is a baseline requirement 
of entering into the scheme that 
hedges are cut no more than every 
other year, however payments are 
still available if you’re able to delay 
cutting until after Christmas in 
order to provide a supply of berries 
to over-wintering farmland birds.

You are able to have Mid Tier 
schemes on part or all of the farm 
and are paid for the options you 
chose to do based on the area of 
option you put in. The average 
payment for an arable option is 
£500 per ha.

Unlike ELS you can have capital 
items such as hedge laying or 
gapping up as part of your scheme. 
Larger capital items associated with 
improving water quality are also 
available if your farm lies within 
a Catchment Sensitive Farming 
priority catchment.

Take up our Farmer Plus Member 
offer to receive a visit to discuss 

the new Countryside Stewardship 
scheme. We can talk you through 

how you can take forward your 
existing options, what new options 
are available, their management, 
how they could work on your 
farm, and how to put together an 
application.

Already have a scheme in place? 
We can visit and give you the peace 
of mind that all is being managed 
as it should be. Schemes not for 
you? Let us help you to check that 
your Cross compliance, Greening 
and NVZs are compliant before an 
inspector calls. Get in touch – info@
eastlidlandsfwag.co.uk or call Lou 
on 07713 333192.

Examples of Mid Tier 
Options 

• Flower rich margins and plots 
– add fl ower seed to old ELS 
fi eld corners and use them 
for this option: £539 per ha. 

• Black grass problem? The 
rotational two-year legume 
(and 66% perennial ryegrass) 
fallow option permits the 
control of black grass: £522 
per ha. 

• CS margins can be between 
4 and 6m wide along their 
length have more fl exibility 
than old ELS margins: £353 
per ha. 

• Wild bird seed mixtures 
with inputs permitted to aid 
establishment can be up to 
5 ha in size: £640 per ha.

East Midlands FWAG
07713 333192  •  eastmidlandsfwag.co.uk  •  info@eastmidlandsfwag.co.uk
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